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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: JAN. 15, 2018 
 

Public Tickets go on sale tomorrow for the AGO’s highly 
anticipated Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors exhibition  
 
#InfiniteKusama provides visitors with a unique opportunity to immerse themselves in 
fantastical environments  
 
TORONTO – Public tickets for the Art Gallery of Ontario’s highly anticipated presentation of 
Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors go on sale tomorrow, January 16 at 10 am. Organized by the 
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, this is the first institutional survey exhibition to explore 
the evolution of the celebrated Japanese artist’s immersive Infinity Mirror Rooms. The exhibition 
arrives in Toronto on March 3, 2018 and runs until May 27, 2018, and will be the only Canadian 
stop after drawing large crowds in Washington, Seattle, and Los Angeles in the United States.  
 
Featuring the North American debut of numerous new works, visitors are invited to enter 
alternative, whimsical worlds as they experience six of Kusama’s most iconic kaleidoscopic 
environments alongside the artist’s large-scale paintings, sculptures and works on paper.  
 
Timed-entry tickets will go on sale to the public from January 16 – 19, 2018, with an equal batch 
of tickets released online each day at 10 am. Tickets are $21.50 for post-secondary students and 
youth ages 17 and under, $26.50 for seniors and $30 for adults and are available online only 
through www.ago.ca. There is a maximum of four tickets available for purchase per transaction. 
Children 5 and under receive free admission, but must be counted within the four ticket 
maximum. 
 
During the run of the show, there will be a very limited number of same-day timed tickets released 
at the AGO box office each morning at 10 am, with a maximum of two tickets per transaction. 
 
Inside the exhibition, two to three visitors will be allowed in each Infinity Mirror Room at once and 
will have a limit of 20 to 30 seconds. Wait times are estimated at 20 minutes per room. 
 
The Infinity Mirror Rooms featured in Yayoi Kusama: Infinity Mirrors include: 
 

• Love Forever: hexagonal in shape and mirrored on all sides, this room features two 
peepholes that invite the viewer to peer in and see themselves and another viewer 
repeated into infinity.  

• The Souls of Millions of Light Years Away: like stars in the galaxy, hundreds of LED 
lights hang and flicker in a rhythmic pattern that seems to suspend both time and space 
as the viewer’s body vanishes into the infinite space.  

• All the Eternal Love I Have for the Pumpkins: featuring one of Kusama’s most 
repeated motifs, this pumpkin mirrored room transports the viewer to a space that recalls 
fairytales and fantasy. (Due to safety concerns, no photos are allowed in this room.) 

• Phalli’s Field: allowing Kusama’s vision to transcend the physical limitations of her own 
practice, this room creates hallucinatory scenes of phallic surfaces.  

• Aftermath of Obliteration of Eternity: a reflection on the experience of death and the 
potential of the afterlife, this mesmerizing and intimate installation creates a world of 
flickering golden lanterns as the viewer immerses themselves in a shimmering pattern of 
light that contrasts with the seemingly endless void of the mirrored black space.  



 317 Dundas St. W | Toronto, ON | CANADA | M5T 1G4 | www.ago.net   

• Dots Obsession – Love Transformed into Dots: large polka dotted balloons surround 
the viewer as they hang from the ceiling and occupy the floor. Engaging the viewer with 
its contrasting scales, this installation offers the opportunity to enter a mirrored room 
inside one of the balloons as well as squint through a small peephole to see a mirrored 
infinity.  

 
The final large-scale installation of the exhibition is The Obliteration Room. Beginning as a pure 
white room of furniture and everyday objects, the viewer is invited to complete the work as they 
are given brightly coloured polka dot stickers to place wherever they want in the space, resulting 
in a gradual transformation of stark white to colour explosion during the run of the exhibition. 
 
Organized by the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden in Washington, DC Yayoi Kusama: 
Infinity Mirrors was previously displayed at the Seattle Art Museum (June–Sept. 2017), The Broad 
in Los Angeles (Oct. 2017–Jan. 2018) and following the AGO, it will travel to the Cleveland 
Museum of Art (July–Oct. 2018) and the High Museum of Art in Atlanta (Nov. 2018–Feb. 2019). 
 
Another Yayoi Kusama work will be featured in the AGO free with admission. Narcissus Garden 
features over 1,300 stainless-steel mirror balls and will be spread throughout the AGO’s Signy-
Eaton Gallery from February 24, 2018 to April 29, 2018.  
 
The AGO is pleased to extend the Infinity Mirrors experience with a range of exhibition-related 
programming, including: 
 

• First Thursdays: the AGO presents two Kusama-themed First Thursdays in March and 
April. The First Thursday in March will be curated by OCADU students in the Criticism 
and Curatorial Practice program. 

• Curator’s Talk with Mika Yoshitake: On Feb. 28, join Mika Yoshitake, Curator of Yayoi 
Kusama: Infinity Mirrors and Curator, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden for a talk 
about Kusama’s life and work.  

• Family Day and March Break: The AGO will offer a number of family-friendly activities 
on Family Day as well as throughout a Kusama-themed March Break. On Family Day, 
families can enjoy a dance party and the famous bubble wrap room. Make sure to return 
during March Break for more activities with light and shadow, a futuristic cardboard city, 
homemade kaleidoscopes, and a selfie wall. 

• Yayoi Kusama: A Life in Polka Dots: a screening (on a date yet to be determined) of 
this documentary exploring Kusama’s journey from a conservative upbringing in Japan to 
her brush with fame in America during the 1960s (where she rivaled Andy Warhol for 
press attention) and concludes with the international fame she has finally achieved in the 
art world. 
 

  
The AGO is grateful for support from: 
 
Lead Sponsor:  RBC 
 
Supporting Sponsor: Shiseido Canada  
 
Generous supporters: Hal Jackman Foundation 
   Emmanuelle Gattuso & Allan Slaight 
 
With assistance from: The Jay and Barbara Hennick Family Foundation 
   Japan Foundation 
   The Schulich Foundation 
   Andrew & Andrea Federer 
   Maxine Granovsky Gluskin & Ira Gluskin 
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   Jonas & Lynda Prince 
   Jay Smith & Laura Rapp 
    
Promotional Partner: Japan National Tourism Organization 
 
Organizing Partner: Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington DC 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
Kusama was born in Matsumoto, Nagano, in 1929, and works at her studio in Tokyo. She studied 
traditional Nihonga (Japanese-style) painting in Kyoto and moved to New York City in 1958. 
There, she was active in avant-garde circles during the formative years of pop art and 
minimalism, exhibiting her work alongside such artists as Andy Warhol, Claes Oldenburg and 
Allan Kaprow—figures who have cited Kusama as influential to the development of assemblage, 
environmental art and performative practices. Kusama exhibited widely in Italy, Germany and the 
Netherlands in the mid-’60s, participating in exhibitions with artists associated with Nul, Zero and 
the New Tendency in Europe, where she began developing her interest in the optics and 
interactive elements of mirrors, electric lights, sound and kinetics. Kusama’s fame grew in the late 
1960s through her radical antiwar happenings, which espoused nudity and polka dots in the 
streets of New York. Because of ongoing struggles with her health, Kusama returned to Japan in 
1973, where she has since resided. In recent years, Kusama has achieved celebrity status as 
well as tremendous critical respect. 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE AGO 
Located in Toronto, Canada’s largest city of 6.5 million, the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) is one of 
the largest art museums in North America. The AGO’s collection of close to 95,000 works ranges 
from cutting-edge contemporary art such as Untilled by Pierre Huyghe to European masterpieces 
such as Peter Paul Rubens’s The Massacre of The Innocents; from the vast collection by the 
Group of Seven to works by established and emerging Indigenous Canadian artists; with a 
photography collection that tracks the impact of the medium with deep holdings of works by 
artists such as Garry Winogrand and Diane Arbus; and with focused collections in Gothic 
boxwood miniatures and Western and Central African art. Drawing on this collection—as well as 
collaborations with museums around the world—the AGO presents wide-ranging exhibitions and 
programs, taking special care to showcase diverse and underrepresented artists. A major 
expansion designed by Frank Gehry in 2008 with lead support from the family of Ken Thomson 
makes the AGO a highly-photographed architectural landmark. Visit ago.ca and follow 
@AGOToronto to learn more. 
 
The Art Gallery of Ontario is funded in part by the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport. 
Additional operating support is received from the City of Toronto, the Canada Council for the Arts 
and generous contributions from AGO Members, donors and private-sector partners. 
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